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SUBJECT: MFA PRESS SPOKESMAN ON BOURNE VISA 

1 . SUMMARY: A MFA PRESS SPOKESMAN SAYS GOC EMBASSY VIENNA WILT. 
CONTACT ERIC BOURNE, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR JOURNALIST, 

SAYING BOURNE WILL GET A CZECHOSLOVAK VISA IF HE AGREES NOT TO 
CONTACT ANY CHARTER 77 PARTICIPANTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. MFA PRESS SPOKESMAN LADISLAV SOBR ON MARCH 23 ASKED THE APAO 
TO VISIT THE MFA IN RESPONSE TO A PHONE CALL THE EMBASSY 

HAD MADE EARLIER ABOUT THE STATUS OF EIRC BOURNE'S VISA REQUEST. 
BOURNE, A BRITISH CITIZEN WHO HAS VISITED ZECHOSLOVAKIA FREQUENTLY 
OVER THE LAST DECADE AS VIENNA-BASED CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 
CORRESPONDENT FOR EASTERN EUROPE HAD RECEIVED NO ANSWERE FROM 
CZECHOSLOVAK EMBASSY VIENNA, ON THE STATUS OF HIS VISA 
APPLICATION PENDING SINCE EARLY FEBRUARY. 

3. SOBR SAID BOURNE WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN IN GOC PRESS 
CIRCLES AND MFA FOR HIS BALANCED REPORTING AND HIS LONG EXPERIENCE 
IN EASTERN EUROPE. HOWEVER, SOBR SAID, BOURNE, AND BY IMPLICATION, 
OTHER JOURNALISTS LIKE HIM WILL IN THE FUTURE RECEIVE VISAS ONLY IF 
THEY PROMISE IN ADVANCE NOT TO CONTACT "DISSIDENTS." IN 
RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION, SOBR SAID THIS 
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WOULD "PROTECT THESE JOURNALISTS ACCESS TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR 
THE FUTURE ONCE THE CHARTER 77 ISSUE IS DEAD." ACCORDINGLY, SOBR 
SAID, GOC EMBASSY IN VIENNA WILL CONTACT BOURNE AND INFORM HIM OF 
CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH A VISA WILL BE GRANTED. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO FURTHER QUESTIONING, SOBR SAID "IT WILL BE A VERY 
LONG TIM" BEFORE AMERICAN JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE FILED STORIES 
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UNACCEPTABLE TO THE GOC ON CHARTER 77 RELATED NEWS WILL BE ALLOWED 
BACK INTO CZECHOSLOVAKIA. NAMES MENTIONED: NBC'S COLLITT. 

NYTIMES BROWNE AND HOFFMAN, AND LATIMES SEEGER (FOR WHOM VISA 
REFUSALS ANTEDATE CHARTER 77) CITED AS EXAMPLES. 

5. SOBR VOLUNTEERED THAT GOC WILL CONTINUE TO EXPEDITE 

VISAS FOR JOURNALISTS WHO HAVE NOT BEEN HERE BEFORE AND WHO HAVE 
NOT DONE ANY SUBSTANTIVE REPORTING ON CZECHOSLOVAKIA. SOBR INDICATED 
THEY SHOULD NOT EXPERIENCE ANY DIFFICULTIES IN OBTAINING VISAS 
AS LONG AS THEIR PURPOSE IS NOT TO CONTACT DISSIDENTS. 

SOBR INDICATED THAT AT SOME POINT THEY WOULD PROBABLY 

BE ADVISED NOT TO CONTACT DISSIDENTS BY CZECHOSLOVAK EMBASSY IN THE 

US. IF THEY DO NOT ADHERE TO THIS ADVICE, THEY WILL BE EXPELLED. 

FYI: HARPER'S MAGAZINE FREE-LANCE CHARLES SAWYER ARRIVED IN 
PRAGUE FIVE DAYS AGO, BUT SAYS THAT HE HAS NOT EXPLICITLY BEEN 
WARNED BY GOC OFFICIALS AGAINST SUCH ACTIVITY. SAWYER TOLD GOC 
HE WOULD LIKE TO INTERVIEW WRITERS, ARTISTS, ACTORS UNION OFFICIALS 
ABOUT GOCS POLITICAL-CULTURAL POLICY. HE RECENTLY TOLD P AND C, 
HOWEVER, THAT ONCE HIS OFFICIAL INTERVIEWS ARE OVER, HE HOPES TO 
CONTACT SOME CHARTER SIGNERS FOR CONTRASTING VIEWS. P&C APPRISED 
HIM OF THE LOCAL OPERATING CLIMATE. SAWYER SAID HE HAS BEEN 
UNDER NO OVERT SURVEILLANCE TO DATE. HE PLANS TO STAY ANOTHER 
TWO WEEKS. END FYI. 

6. IN RESPONSE TO GOC PRESENTATION, PAO SAID IT WAS CLEARLY 
AT VARIANCE WITH PRESS PROVISIONS OF CSCE FIANL ACT AND THAT 

"WE ARE WORLDS APART ON THIS QUESTION." HESITATED TO COMMENT FURTHER 
ON SPECIFIC INSTANCE UNTIL BOURNE HAD BEEN CONTACTED AND INFORMED 
OF THE SITUATION. 
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7. FOR VIENNA: APPRECIATE YOUR CONTACTING BOURNE AND SHARING 
NON-FYI CONTANTS OF THIS CABLE WITH HIM AND RELAYING HIS 
REACTIONS TO US. 

8. COMMENT: WHAT APPEARS TO BE EMERGING HERE IS A DAMAGE-LIMITING 
POLICY ON THE PART OF THE GOC, I.E., 

CONTINUING TO BAR ENTRY OF JOURNALISTS IT DOES NOT LIKE TO 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, ALLOW NEW PLAYERS ON THE FIELD FOR AT LEAST ONE 
ROUND, TRY TO PRESCRIBE THE ACTIONS OF OTHER ESTABLISHED 
FIGURES, SUCH AS BOURNE. 

9. EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO WAIT UNTIL SAWYER VISIT ENDS, AND THEN 
CONSIDER A GENERAL PRESENTATION TO MFA ON UNACCEPTABILITY 

OF THIS APPROACH. CONCEIVABLY, FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS ON THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS AREA WILL PROVIDE THEOPENING. THE QUESTION IS ONE OF TIMING 
SINCE, BOTH IN THE LAST TWO MONTHS, AND IN SEVERAL PREVIOUS 
INSTANCES EMBASSY HAS CLEARLY REGISTERED ITS VIEWS ON JOURNALISTS’ 
TREATMENT AND PRESS AND MEDIA QUESTIONS WITH GOC. PROPOSED GOC 
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TREATMENT OF BOURNE IS AT VARIANCE WIT THE RECENTLY RECORDED 
A WEST GERMAN JOURNALIST, LATTER PUT ON HIS APPLICATION THAT 
HE WANTED TO SEE BOTH GOC OFFICIALS AND 
DISSIDENTS. MFA PRESS OFFICE SAID HE COULD SEE ONE OR THE 
OTHER BUT NOT BOTH. JOURNALIST PICKED DISSIDENTS. NOW GOC 
APPEARS TO BE TAKING STEPS TO PREVENT THAT. 

BYRNE 
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NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, VISAS, JOURNALISTS, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 25-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PRAGUE00769 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 02-1 247 
Format: TEL 
From: PRAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770321 /aaaaasfg. tel 

Line Count: 123 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 3d34d0b1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2995947 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MFA PRESS SPOKESMAN ON BOURNE VISA 
TAGS: SOPN, CVIS, CZ, (BOURNE, ERIC) 

To: VIENNA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3d34d0b1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



